By RICHARD BRECKON

Tattersalls, Australia’s most famous lottery, has a
fascinating association with Australian philatelic and
postal history. For almost three decades after Federation,
the Postmaster—General's Department took the extreme step
of banning the delivery of mail to Tattersalls. The story
of this postal ban (and how Tattersalls largely managed to
circumvent it) is an interesting part of Australian postal
history. Enormous holdings of the mail that did get through
to Tattersalls have survived to the present day and this
material has been a rich source of information concerning
Australian postal markings. Finally, the size and nature of
the Tattersalls operation was the real reason why
States' stamps were not replaced by a Commonwealth stamp
issue immediately following Federation Before expanding on
these statements, it is useful to detail the background to
Tattersalls' emergence as a major lottery.

The Rise of Tattersalls

Tattersalls was created by George Adams (1839-1904),
a prominent figure in Sydney's horse racing scene. Adams
was a manager of a hotel, called Tattersall's, in Sydney
and he used his premises to conduct sweeps on races. His
first sweep was for the 1881 Sydney Cup for which 2,000
tickets at £1 each were sold out. Actually, lotterics in
New South Wales had been outlawed since 1844, but since a
sweep was based on the outcome of a horse race, and not on
sheer chance, Adams was able to carry out his schemes. He
prospered, but in doing so he earned the ire of con-—
servative elements in the community. Thrift and hard work
were the attributes of Victorian era morality — the casy
gaining of money through gambling was to be deplored. In
1892, the New South Wales government banned horse racing
sweeps.
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George Adams (1839-1904) was the man who
started Tattersalls Sweeps and incurred the
displeasure of anti—gambling sections of the
communily. The Federal Government's action in
1902 in placing a prohibition on delivering
any mail to Tattersalls' office in Hobart did
not cause the firm to close down.
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The New South Wales ban led George Adams to transfer
his sweep business to Brisbane, but shortly afterwards
Queensland also banned his operations. Adams' response was
1o go to the Tasmanian government to negotiate an agreement
to allow Tattersalls to operate in that State. Tasmania was
somewhat impoverished and although it generally adhered to
the anti-gambling sentiment of the time, it was thought
more desirable to earn revenue out of a well-conducted
gambling organisation like Tattersalls. Consequently, Tas—
mania passed legislation in 1896 to license Tattersalls as
a legal lottery, but Tattersalls was only permitted to sell
lottery tickets through the post (Tasmania would not allow
betting shops with their unsavoury atmosphere to flourish).
In those days, Tattersalls offered 5/-, 10/~ and £1 sweep
tickets in the more prestigious races with major prizes for
the place—getters and other participating horses, as well
as minor cash prizes for other ticket draws. In later
years, draws for outright cash prizes took prominence over
sweep stakes and Tattersalls' £10,000 first prize lottery
became renowned as every Australian's dream windfall.
Tattersalls remained in Hobart, conducting business
throughout Australia and New Zealand until 1954, when
disagreement with the Tasmanian government over taxes led
to Tattersalls moving their headquarters to Melbourne.
Today, Tattersalls continue to operate from Melbourne, but
other States have long since had their own lotteries and
Tattersalls mainly services Victoria and Tasmania.

Postal Bans

The first effort to suppress the operation of
Tattersalls by means of a postal ban was made in New South
Wales. The Government Gazeute carried an announcement

by the Colony's Postmaster—General that from 14 August
1893 no mail addressed to "Tattersall, c/o G. Adams,
Pitt—street" could be accepted or delivered. Following
Adams' relocation to  Brisbane, the Queensland
Postmaster—General issued a gazettal announcement that
delivery of mail to Tattersalls would be banned from 1
January 1895.

One example is known of a cover refused delivery
under the New South Wales ban. Tt was mailed locally in
Sydney on 19 August 1893, five days after the ban went into
cffect and carries on the reverse an 78mm x 18mm boxed
cachet in purple reading "POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS
&c/RELATING TO LOTTERIES &c. ARE/PROHIBITED
IN NEW SOUTH WALES" (Christies Robson Lowe
Australasia Sale, 22 February 1984, Lot 77). A second type
of cachet, also boxed (67mm x 41mm) and in purple ink, has
been reported as used in 1899 on mail to Iottery promoters.
It reads "LETTERS &c. TO THIS AD-/~-DRESS ARE
RETURNED/ BY CRDER OF THE POST-/MASTER
GENERAL OF N. S/WALES, UNDER THE 19th/
SECTION OF THE POSTAL/ACT 56 VICTORIZE No. 31/
RELATING TO LOTTERIES". Illustrations of the two
cachets appear on page 217 of The Postal History of New
South Wales 1788~1901.

The type of cachet that Queensland would have used
following the introduction of its ban in 1895 is a mystery
~ no example of a cover addressed to Tattersalls during the
short period that it operated in Brisbane has been
reported.

Although Tattersalls did not operate in Victoria at
this stage, it is of interest to mention that as early as
1883 the Victorian Post Office amended its postal
legislation to allow postal bans to be placed on lotteries,

Mail that Tattersalls did not receive! The "TRANSMISSION
AND DELIVERY PROHIBITED" handstamp (in red ink)
has been applied to the cover in the GP.O. Hobart to
prevent its delivery. It seems curious that the sender
would have posted it in Hobart, but under Taitersalls'
licence from the Tasmanian Government, all sales of
tickets had to be by mail — there were no counter sales.
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