the Tattersalls operation was the real reason why
States' stamps were not replaced by a Commonwealth stamp
issue immediately following Federation Before expanding on
these statements, it is useful to detail the background to
Tattersalls' emergence as a major lottery.

The Rise of Tattersalls

Tattersalls was created by George Adams (1839-1904),
a prominent figure in Sydney's horse racing scene. Adams
was a manager of a hotel, called Tattersall's, in Sydney
and he used his premises to conduct sweeps on races. His
first sweep was for the 1881 Sydney Cup for which 2,000
tickets at £1 each were sold out. Actually, lotterics in
New South Wales had been outlawed since 1844, but since a
sweep was based on the outcome of a horse race, and not on
sheer chance, Adams was able to carry out his schemes. He
prospered, but in doing so he earned the ire of con-
servative elements in the community. Thrift and hard work
were the attributes of Victorian era morality — the casy
gaining of money through gambling was to be deplored. In
1892, the New South Wales government banned horse racing
SWCEPS.
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George Adams (1839-1904) was the man who
started Tattersalls Sweeps and incurred the
displeasure of anti—gambling sections of the
communily. The Federal Government's action in
1902 in placing a prohibition on delivering
any mail to Tattersalls' office in Hobart did
not cause the firm to close down.
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