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2d Stereotype. 

The 2d Pictorial was issued in four different printing types. 

The London print was first, issued at the end of 1899, easily identified as it has the 'TAS' watermark 

and perforation 14. 

Second were the lithograph printings, first issued in January 1902 on V over crown watermark and 

later in October 1905 on Crown over A watermark.   

Thirdly the electrotype printings issued in 1907 (earliest dated copy is 26 August 1907).  

The lithograph and electrotype printings can be told apart by the number of rows of windows as 

shown below: 

    

Lithograph 3 rows of windows   Electrotype 2 rows of windows 

The final issue was the stereotypes (a form of electrotype printing)  in January 1911.  In October 

1912 they were overprinted 'ONE PENNY' to overcome a shortage of the 1d's. 

There were two plates and they  can be identified from the electrotype printings by their size and 

plate flaws as below: 

Type A: 

Stamp width 33.6mm 

The top left corner curves inwards on left frame   

 

Break in top left of LVT through colour above. 

Spot on top left fern. 

Fine break on bottom left of LVT 
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Break in bottom left corner of vignette frame.   

 

Type B: 

Stamp width 33.1mm 

The top left corner does not bend inwards on left frame.  

Flaw on top fern less prominent (if present)  

 

Break in bottom left corner of vignette frame less prominent (if present).  

The most reliable of these is the width of the stamp as the other flaws deteriorate as the printing 

continues. 

 

It continues like this throughout  the two plates. 
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PLATING GUIDE 
Flaws on these stamps are common and they underwent significant changes during the printing.  

The alloy used on the plates must have been soft and easily worn resulting in some early colour 

flaws changing to white flaws and growing in size. The plate flaws down the left side of the stamps is 

difficult, if not impossible, to use for plating as it is common to so many positions. 

I have endeavoured to track the flaws on the relevant positions through the printing to give some 

idea of the changes and I have allocated a different state number where there is a significant 

change. 

Only rarely can plating be done using a single flaw. 

To use this guide it is suggested that once you have identified the flaws on the stamp and confirmed 

which type (A or B) it is then find any similar flaws on the checklist.  Once you have done this go to 

the relevant section describing that position and check for the presence of other confirming flaws 

and the type (A or B).  There will be some that cannot be plated! 

The overprint stamps can be from any stage of the printing, I have seen both early and late stage 

printings with the overprint. 

Tramline (vertical lines) flaws are present on many positions but they are not constant in position so 

are of little use for plating. 

Acknowledgements:  
This flaw finder is based on the 1986 work by Keith Lancaster and earlier work by J Purves together 

with additional research by the author, Richard Singleton.  The K Lancaster book provides a lot more 

detail about all the Pictorials also the perforations, watermarks etc and any serious Pictorial collector 

should have a copy.  A number of new platings are included here. 

Thanks to Jerry Weirich who has provided invaluable support and help in this project, also to 

Malcolm Groom who provided a number of scans from his collection. 
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2d STEREO FLAW FINDER  

 

Top Frame 

TLC 

TRC 

LVT 

TASMANIA & SPOKES 

RVT 

Left frame, shading & ferns 

Vignette frames 

Vignette sky and hills 

Right frame shading & ferns 

Bottom left 

HOBART & Bottom centre 

Bottom right 
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TOP FRAME 

  2-3 

  2-5 

 

LEFT 

   

 2-2 S1-3     2-6 

 

 1-4 

CENTRE 

   

  2-4      2-9 
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RIGHT 

  

  2-1 S1 - 4      2-30 

 

TLC 

       

 2-4 S1  2-4 S2-3  2-5 S1  2-5 S2   1-59 

     

 2-19 S2  2-19 S2   2-21   1-40 

  

    

2-30 Early   2-30 Mid/Early  2-30 Mid/late  1-55 
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TRC 

     

2-28 Mid/early  2-28 Middle      2-28 Mid/late 2-56 

     

 2-4 S2 - 3   2-47  1-4 
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LVT 

     

 2-3 and 2-9   2-6 S2   2-7 

    

 2-7 S3   2-34  2-47 

    

 2-35   2-46    2-47 

      

 2-38  3-51   2-26   1-40 

 

    

 2-41 S1   2-41 S2   2-41 S3   1-34 
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 1-24   1-24        1-43   1-45 
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TASMANIA & SPOKES 

SPOKES 

     

 2-15   2-24 Early    2-24 Middle/late  

     

 2-51   2-32   2-7 S3   2-27 

      

 2-13 S1 - 3  2-33   2-2   1-3 

       

 1-4   1-7   1-41 
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LEFT SHADING 

    

 2-60   2-26 

TASMANIA 

   

 2-47     2-46 

    

2-28 Mid/early    2-28 Middle    2-28 Mid/late 

       

 2-19  2-34   2-50   2-54 

    

 2-14 S1    2-14 S2   2-38 
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 2-38   2-25   2-32 

 

    

2-32   2-32   2-32   2-32 

    

 2-26   2-26    2-26 

     

 2-20 S1   2-20 S2    2-20 S3 

       

 2-33    2-44   2-44 
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 2-45      2-45 

  

 2-45      2-45 

             

 

 1-43   1-51   1-2   1-31 

 

 1-37 

 

     

 2-2 S2  2-2 S3    2-2 S4   2-14 
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RVT 

Flaws around top and upper right of RVT  

      

 2-13 S3   2-14 S2  2-44 

   

 2-47  2-47 

Flaws on '2' and 'd'  

     

 2-25   2-35   2-40  2-13 S3  

     

 2-44  2-44   2-44   2-55 
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 2-19   2-19 

Flaws around lower half of RVT  

      

 2-1 S2   2-1 S3 - 4  2-46 S2   2-29 

       

 

 2-38   2-40   2-40   2-40 

      

 2-43   2-49  2-7 S3   2-26 
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2-32   2-32   2-32   2-32 

     

 1-3  1-37 S1    1-37 S2 

     

 1-43  1-49   1-55 

    

 1-57 S1   1-57 S2   1-57 S3  
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LEFT FRAME, SHADING & FERNS 
 

              

2-14 Early  Mid   Mid/late   Late  2-53   2-42      1-16  1-30 
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Upper section  

   

 2-6 S2  2-4 S3 

Middle  

 

 2-25 

Lower  

       

 2-7 S2   2-49   2-9  2-16 
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 2-45   2-45  1-43 

 

VIGNETTE FRAMES 

    

 2-33   1-60 

     

 1-21    1-28    1-28 

        

 1-31  1-33   1-44   1-45 
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VIGNETTE SKY AND HILLS 

      

 

 2-13 S1  2-13 S2 - 3   2-40   2-40 

   

 1-5   1-22 
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VIGNETTE SEA  AND BUILDINGS 
 

     

 1-15     2-41  2-11 S2    2-1 S3 

    

 2-31  2-31   2-31  2-14 S1   

           

 2-3 S2  2-3 S3   2-60   2-29 

      

 1-5   1-4  1-7    1-18 
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 1-27   1-32     1-37 

   

 1-8   1-43 

 

RIGHT FRAME SHADING & FERNS 

Upper section  

                

2-21 Early 2-21 Mid   2-21 Late        2-33    2-33  2-35 
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1-6  1-12       1-25  1-25    

 

         

2-2 S2  2-2 S3  2-2 S4  2-7 S1      2-4 
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 2-31  2-31   2-37 S2   2-38 

          

 2-43   1-20   1-32  1-47  

Middle section  

       

 2-25  2-34 S1   2-34 S2  2-13/ 2-21    2-16 


